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Living at Marvida  means thoroughly enjoying life by the 
sea... Adjacent to the San Carlos Marina, aside the clear 

warm bays of the Sea of Cortez.

Each residence enjoys ocean views so there is no escaping 
the experience.

Semi-tropical San Carlos is a land rich of culture and 
abundant natural beauty where relaxation awaits.

Explore the Only Luxury Marina Development in San Carlos

www.marvidasancarlos.com



Explore the Only Luxury Marina Development in San Carlos

www.marvidasancarlos.com



Welcome to San Carlos, where the “desert meets the 
sea.” San Carlos is a relatively new resort destination 
that has become “The Secret Jewel” of Mexico and 
home to a few thousand Americans and Canadians.

San Carlos, Sonora Mexico, officially became a “com-
missariat” of Guaymas (pronounced “why-mus”) in Sep-
tember of 1963. Guaymas is a seaport city with more 
than 150,000 residents, just 11km (seven miles) south-
east of San Carlos.  The area was occupied by the fierce 
Guaymenas Indian tribe for more then 2,000 years, and 
discovered by the Spanish in 1539.  They created enough 
resistance for the Spanish that they were not able to 
occupy the San Carlos and Guaymas area until the 18th 
century.

San Carlos is a community that is rich in Mexican culture 
and tradition, with all the modern day amenities, making 
it the best of both worlds.  Easily accessible from land, 
air and sea;  ranked as one of the worlds best deep 
sea sport fishing locations with spectacular scuba diving 
and snorkeling hot spots, kayak trips, relaxing on the 
white sand beaches, community events, tournaments,  
horseback riding into the mountain trails, exciting night 
life and international cuisine. San Carlos has something 
for everyone regardless of age or activity levels.  
 
Coastal property values have continued to skyrocket 
in Mexico, Canada and the United States.  This makes 
it very easy to recognize the potential of San Carlos.  
Knowing that the development plans stretch over 
several decades ensures continual growth and market 

appreciation.  Investing now is getting in on the ground 
floor,  as opportunities like this are indeed very rare. In 
the fall of 2008, the Guaymas/San Carlos area will host 
the addition of luxury cruise ships to the Mexican port 
of call itinerary, thus bringing even more global attention 
and awareness to San Carlos.

The warm sun mixes perfectly with the breeze off the 
ocean.  The royal blue water with picturesque white 
sand beaches lining it down the horizon.  Towering 
mountain peaks and lush desert valleys.  This is San 
Carlos.  Typical weather in San Carlos ranges from 17/
C to 26/C in the winter months to 25/C to 38/C in 
the summer.  One fact often overlooked yet extremely 
important is the location of San Carlos in the Sea of 
Cortez.  The Baja California peninsula provides a natural 
barrier of protection against extreme weather patterns 
developed in the Pacific ocean.  

If you are here for a weekend getaway, a couple of 
months or year round, San Carlos has everything that 
you should expect from a sea side resort community.  
Once you have seen this magical place, you will know 
that it is truly special, you will know that you are “living 
in paradise.” San Carlos is a wonderful place to visit and 
to call “home”.  

DISCOVER “THE SECRET JEWEL” OF MEXICO
Written by Martin J Polutranko



DISCOVER “THE SECRET JEWEL” OF MEXICO



Getting To SAN CARLOS
Arrive in San Carlos by Land, Sea and Air.
Sonora Mexico is one of the most Northern states 
in Mexico, due south of Arizona.

DRIVING
San Carlos is connected through the four lane  in-
ternational highway Mex. 15, to the North, only 
414km from the Nogales, Arizona US border 
crossing to I-19 or I-10 in Arizona.  The current 
construction of the new coastal highway will con-
nect Baja California and San Diego CA through 
Puerto Penasco, Kino Bay and San Carlos.

COMMERCIAL AIRLINES
Commercial flights on US Airways direct from 
Phoenix, Arizona connect Guaymas to North 
America.  In addition, Hermosillo, the capital city 
of Sonora, located 120km North of San Carlos, 
is the major international airport with flights from 
around the world including Las Vegas and Los An-
geles.

BY SEA
Many of the larger private and commercial sail, 
cruise and fishing boats will work down the nauti-
cal ladder of the west coast into the Sea of Cortez 
to San Carlos.

BORDER CROSSING
A machine readable passport will be required in 
January to cross the border while driving. As with 
any international travel, be it by air, sea or land, a 
passport is required.  Entering into Mexico you will 
receive a tourist visa issued at the border or while 
in flight.  This visa is valid for a period of 180 days.

MEXICO “FREE ZONE”
The State of Sonora has now implemented a free 
zone whereby foreign vehicles are no longer re-
quired to have a special permit to travel to San 
Carlos.  For travel past Empalme vehicles must 
have a permit issued by the government.

INSURANCE
Mexican auto insurance is a must.  There are 
plenty of opportunities to pick up insurance pri-
or to crossing the boarder and some companies 
are providing insurance quotes and policies online.  
Canadian and American policies are NOT valid in 
Mexico.

What’s the Weather Like?
It seems that each time that I talk to any of our friends or 
family in Canada, there is one common question that I am 
asked “What is the weather like in San Carlos?”
Here is a good guideline of typical weather patterns.

Average Air Temperatures (Range in Celsius)
January 18-25 May 22-31 September 27-35
February 18-25 June 26-32 October 24-32
March  18-28 July 27-35 November 22-29
April  19-28 August 27-35 December 18-25

Average Water Temperatures (Surface in Celsius)
January 19 May 25 September 30
February 20 June 30 October 29
March  21 July 32 November 25
April  23 August 32 December 20
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Written by: Martin Polutranko
Watch the sunrise over the water and mountains.
San Carlos is known for its world class deep sea fishing.  
Marlin, Sailfish, Dorado, Yellowtail (Mahi Mahi), Grouper, 
Bonita, Sierra and Snapper dominate most of the fishing 
action.  There are several charter companies with 
experienced and friendly captains that will help you have 
a great time.
Jacques Cousteau called the Sea of Cortez “The World’s 
Aquarium”.  Home to thousands of species of marine 
life, it is also an exclusive home to over 300 species of 
marine life not found anywhere else in the world, making 
for spectacular scuba diving and snorkeling.  Dive 
right off the beach or take a boat trip to one of 
the many local dive sites; a great experience you 
will not want to miss.
Spend a day on the links; San Carlos has its very 
own 18 hole championship golf course.
Take a moment to relax. Enjoy a full spa treatment 
or have a siesta on the beach.
The water is warm and the activities never stop, 
from jetskis to kitesurfing, 
you will be hard pressed to 
not have anything to do. 
Try a day sailing the open 
waters,  spend a morning 
in a kayak touring some of 
the natural wonders of this 

beautiful place.
Located in the semi-tropical area 
of Sonora, with  the mountain 

range to the north, the ocean 
to the south and west,  and 
with plenty of desert in 
between, the activities do not 
stop.  
The desert and foothills of 
the mountains make for great 
day trips by hiking, bicycle, 
horseback or ATV.  There 
are numerous trails that work 
their way to an experience to 
remember.

Day trips are available to a variety 
of locations.  Experience Mexico’s 
rich culture and heritage with a 
trip to Alamos or visit historic 
sites in Guaymas only 12 km’s 
away.

Another attraction not to be missed is 
a visit to the Delfinario for a dolphin 
and sea lion demonstration. Bring your 
bathing suit as the opportunity to swim 
with the dolphins awaits.  This is a 
marvelous facility located in San Carlos.
Sonora is a community with an abundance 
of talented artists that create beautiful art, 
gifts, jewelery and furnishings. From hand 
carved iron wood sculptures to stunning 

sterling silver, classic Mexican pottery to hand woven 
textiles.  There are many shops to visit and explore and 
even more open air markets to discover.
International cuisine can be found at many local restaurants; 
there is something for everyone!  After diner check out 
the nightlife at a local club or enjoy some of the country’s 
finest tequila!
Watch the sunset over the Tetakawi mountains.  Rest 
and plan for tomorrow!  We look forward to seeing you 
soon!!

WHAT TO DO IN SAN CARLOS





Back in the late 1990s, Calgarians Tom and Diane Bar-
roll were looking for the perfect place to buy property for 
their eventual retirement. 

Although still in their early 40s, Diane says the couple 
wanted to “get ahead of the baby boomer crowd” that 
would soon be flooding the real estate market.  They trav-
eled to places like Victoria, B.C., as well as Costa Rica 
and even Europe to look at real estate, but they couldn’t 
find the ideal location, says Barroll. Then in 1999, with 
Diane busy completing a masters degree, Tom headed 
south on his motorcycle to check out some potential areas 
in Mexico.

One day, tired and dusty from the long ride, he saw a 
highway sign pointing to San Carlos, a small coastal 
community along the Sea of Cortez on the west main-
land of Mexico. Arriving at the scenic community, Tom 
realized he had found their new home. Says Diane: “He 
called me from the marina and said “I think I’ve found 
one of the most beautiful places on earth.” The Barrolls 
sold their property in Canada and by November 2000, 
they were residents of San Carlos.

Now owners of a property management company and 
owners of RE/MAX First Choice Realty, the Barrolls are 
helping make the dream of owning Mexican real estate 
come true for other Canadians.

Besides having a stunningly beautiful location, San 
Carlos in a dream come true for people who love water 
sports, says Barroll.

The Sea of Cortez, protected from the Pacific Ocean by 
the peninsula of Baja California, is famous for its deep 
sea fishing. San Carlos also has several marinas, sandy 
beaches, excellent areas for scuba diving, and an18-hole 
golf course.

San Carlos is also easy to get to, says Barroll. The com-
munity is only a four-hour drive south of the U.S. border, 
and there are daily flights to Phoenix from a nearby air-
port.

Many of the people who have moved to San Carlos are 
actively involved in the local community, including fund-
raising to support a 24 hour ambulance service, says Bar-
roll.  People keep busy fishing, playing golf, horseback 
riding, getting together for a game of bridge she says. 
“There’s so much to do here. If you’re bored, then you’re 
trying to be,” says Barroll with a laugh.

For more information, visit: www.sancarlosproperty.com  
and   www.sancarlosmexicoguide.com

In Short: San Carlos, Mexico

LOCATION: On the mainland of Mexico on the western 
edge across from the Baja peninsula on the beach front-
ing the Sea of Cortez. San Carlos is about a five-hour 
drive from Tucson, Ariz., about an hour and a half from 
the larger centre of Hermosillo, and 20 minutes from 
Guaymas.

DESCRIPTION: The resort community on the Sea of 
Cortez has a population nearing 5,000 people, mostly 
non-Mexicans. The community has at least five condo 
developments under construction in various stages, as 
well as homes to buy or rent. Hotels and rental accommo-
dations are also available. Golf courses, aquatic sports 
and an active social network of Canadians and Ameri-
cans are just some of the area’s attractions

WEATHER: In the high 30s C and above in summer, 
cooling to 21 to 23 C in December and January.

Calgary Couple Found New Home: San Carlos Relatively Unknown 
Calgary Herald Saturday, December 16, 2006 
Byline: Gerald Vander Pyl Source: For the Calgary Herald

Diane Barroll

Tom Barroll



www.sancarlosproperty.com
www.algodones-mexico.com
www.marvidasancarlos.com

Toll Free 1-800-587-2830 (Canada or USA)
Calgary Direct (403)770-6177
Mexico Local (622)226-1800



www.sancarlosproperty.com
www.algodones-mexico.com
www.marvidasancarlos.com

FIRST CHOICE REALTY

Toll Free 1-800-587-2830 (Canada or USA)
Calgary Direct (403)770-6177
Mexico Local (622)226-1800



LINKS & CONTACT INFORMATION
REMAX FIRST CHOICE REALTY
Toll Free  1-800-587-2830
www.sancarlosproperty.com

MARVIDA LUXURY MARINA RESIDENCES
Toll Free 1-866-708-1594
www.marvidasancarlos.com

PLAYA BLANCA BEACHFRONT CONDOMINIUMS
Toll Free 1-866-482-9626
www.playablancamx.com

JOYAS DEL COUNTRY
Toll Free 1-866-804-4817

BAHIA EL ENCANTO
Toll Free 1-866-502-6915
www.bahiaelencanto.com

PELICAN COVE
Toll Free 1-866-837-7417
www.pelicancovemexico.com

PLATINUM CAPITALPLATINUM CAPITALPLATINUM CAPITAL
I N T E R N A T I O N A L

CANADIAN AND US CITIZENS CAN 
NOW HAVE A MORTGAGE IN MEXICO
Purchase, Refinance, Cash out Refinance
Single Family & Condominium Vacation Home
As little as 35% down 
Loans starting at $100,000
Fixed Rate Loans for 15-20-25 years
Adjustable Rate Loans for 3 & 5 years
Rates as low as 6.75%
No Pre-Payment penalties

w w w.WeFundMexico.com
RAY ZOLLER
Reginal Vice President
Sonora Mexico
1-800-937-1903 Ext 108
US 1-509-209-9331
MEX 622-226-2227
ray@zollerhomes.com

Don’t leave your financing to an amateur
Over  $ 283,000,000.00 funded in Mexico in 2006

Track you loan with STATUS TRACK



Source: Comision de Fomento al Turismo

Foreigners can buy or invest in real estate in Mexico 
without any restriction, except in the coastal and bor-
der areas.  There, foreign individuals and branches of 
foreign corporations can have 100% control of property 
through a real estate bank trust.  Mexican corporations 
with foreign capital are allowed to buy directly if the 
property is to be used for profitable purposes.

Definition and Mechanisms of Trust

A “Fideicomiso” or bank trust is defined for real estate 
purposes as a transaction between a Mexican bank and 
foreign individual or firm investing in areas otherwise 
restricted to foreign investment, with the bank serving 
as a trustee of legal owner with respect to certain real 
estate property interest and the investor serving as the 
legal beneficiary of the trust.  The bank holds the title to 
the property in trust for the beneficiary who retains the 
exclusive right to use and control the property.

As a trustee, the bank acts on behalf of the beneficiary 
in transactions involving the property, including the de-
cision to transfer, assign or otherwise dispose of his or 
her interest in the property.  The trust is essentially 
a contractual arrangement which, in most respects, is 
identical to the type of trust used in North America.  

Trusts are established for an initial 50 year period and 
can perpetually be renewed.

Investment in Real Estate Through Trust

New rules governing foreign investment though Real 
Estate Trust were put into effect in 1993.  These rules 
provided the stability and protection of legal certainty 
for foreign investments. Mexican law now expressly 
provides that at the end of the initial 50 years of term 
the trust, upon request, the Mexican government will 
issue an new permit which provides for a new 50 years 
term no matter how much time remains on the original 
trust.

While a Mexican bank holds title to the property in 
these transactions, the bank is legally obligated to fol-
low terms outlined in the trust documents that comply 
in all areas with the request of the foreign investor who 
is the trust beneficiary.

As the beneficiary, the foreign investors have a personal 
and exclusive right to use, occupy and possess the trust 
property, including the right to build upon it, subject 
to applicable construction and zoning regulations.  In 
addition, the beneficiary may transfer or assign his or 
her beneficial interest to any person and may keep the 
profits from the sale of the property according to the 
instructions given to the trustee, subject to the appli-
cable tax laws and expenses of the sale.

INVESTING IN MEXICO “THE SMART WAY”
HOW FOREIGNERS CAN PURCHASE REAL ESTATE IN MEXICO’S RESTRICTED AREAS
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PLAYA BLANCA
Beachfront Condominiums

SAN CARLOS
SENORA MEXICO

ALGODONES
Beachfront Residential

MARVIDA
Luxury Marina Residences

POSADA
Beachfront Condominiums

JOYAS DEL COUNTRY
Golf Course Residencial

DEL MAR VISTA
Estate Residencial

PELICAN COVE
Beachfront Condominiums

BAHIA EL ENCANTO
Estate Residencial

REMAX
First Choice Realty



San Carlos!
Your personal information seminar comes to Can-
ada.   Before you invest in MEXICO there are lots 
of questions you MUST have answers to.

Good News!
We are coming to Edmonton and Calgary to answer 
these questions and more this winter!

A free, informative seminar provided to you by 
Canadians living and working in Mexico.  Learn 
about buying and selling in Mexico, financing 
property, bank Trust, Mexican laws and much 
more!

Free!
This is not a high pressure sales seminar, we want 
you to make the right choices in secureing your 
future. Come and see for yourself what options 
your have in Mexico.

You owe it to yourself. Find out where we will be 
and date, contact us today to secure your seat.

www.sancarlosproperty.com

Wish You Were Here??
Enter to win a full vaction package to SAN CARLOS and explore this wonderful seaside community.

Package Includes:
Roundtrip Airfare for 4 to Guaymas /San Carlos

4 Nights accomodation in a 2 bedroom villa
Transportation to and from airport

One day deep sea fishing on private charter
4 Green fee’s for 18 hole championship golf

** Scuba trip for 4 to San Pedro Island
4 admission to fun filled Margarita Cruise

In order to participate in the FREE draw:
Must be minimum 21 years of age

Entry forms must be completed in full and 
deposited in person in Edmonton or Calgary 

Seminar locations
Draw will be made on the final seminar date

One entry per household allowed
All travelers must have valid passport

** Must be SSI or PADI OW certified  to participate

NAME:          

ADDRESS:        

CITY:      POSTAL CODE:   

PHONE HOME:       

PHONE WORK:       

PHONE CELLULAR:       

EMAIL ADDRESS:       

Have you visited San Carlos?  YES NO

Do you currently own recreational property YES  NO

Are you interested in oportunities in Mexico? YES  NO

May we contact you by phone or email?  YES  NO 

Comments:        
Your privacy is very important to Remax First Choice Realty and Marvida Luxury 
Marina Residences.  We do not sell, share or distribute your personal information.





BEING SAFE IN MEXICO
The following articles are excerpted from “The Peoples Guide To Mexico”

MEXICO

SAFTY
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CAUTION

Be honest, doesn’t the thought of going to Mexico raise a 
few nervous butterflies in your stomach? Rather than worry, 
follow the practical advice and common sense tips we and 
many others have gathered over the years. Learn to travel 
with a relaxed mind in Mexico....
In Mexico, “Look Before You Leap”  isn’t just an expression, it’s 
a survival tip. Forget about bandits; the greatest threat to your 
safety comes from slippery cobblestones, uneven sidewalks, 
knee-high curbs, head-knocking signs, eye-poking awnings, 
toe-stubbing thresholds, open trenches, unexpected drop-offs 
and discarded construction debris. Simply paying attention to 
your surroundings and where you are going will allow you to 
avoid many embarrassing mishaps.
Tourists who turn their vacations into a nonstop happy hour, 
wear out their welcome very fast. They also suffer the vast 
majority of accidents, arguments, misunderstandings and 
minor unpleasantries. One of the reasons I no longer drink is 
that I finally made the connection between trouble and tequila.  
It is a common saying that tourists often check their minds 
at customs when they enter Mexico.  The last thing anyone 
would want to do is to spend a night trying to sober up in a 
Mexican police station.  Displaying  a little control will ensure 
you can remember your visit.
The best protection for your valuables is to leave most of 
them at home, especially expensive jewelry.  Be watchful in 
crowed places including in the US. Many people lose baggage 
and cameras in large American airports while traveling to and 
from Mexico.

Compared to safe sports like mountain climbing, bungee 
jumping and hang gliding, parasailing is probably even more 
dangerous then it looks.  Dunkings, collisions with beachfront 
hotels, tangled ropes and tow boats that break down or run 
out of gas are just some of the risks para-sailors run into while 
traveling.  
Our advice is to use the same streetwise precautions and 
common sense when visiting Mexico  that you’d follow in 
Calgary, Toronto or Vancouver. The most common targets 
of street criminals are well-dressed business people and the 
obviously affluent tourist or local resident. Avoid wearing any 
jewelry in public, don’t carry fancy bags, and make your ATM 
withdrawals during busy hours. 
By all means, try the local cuisine.  There are many wonderful 
dishes to try, although, as with alcohol, some control is in 
order.  My wife has always said to me that I never eat enough 
fruit and vegetables.  Here in Mexico there is no shortage of 
naturally ripened fruit falling off the trees.   I now eat fruit and 
veggies as if it were my last meal.  I learned very early that 
moderation is required.  Ask others where to eat; you know 
your stomach more than anyone.  One final tip; if the locals 
think that the sauce is hot, it’s hot!
San Carlos is fortunate to have a 24 hour emergency medical 
service and hospitals and clinics minutes away.  Other programs 
like Skymed offer extended services as well.  Don’t forget to 
wear appropriate sun screen, drink plenty of water and have 
a wonderful time.



Call now or visit our website for details

An Alberta Developer

Toll Free: Canada/US 1-866-837-7417    Alberta Phone: 403-668-9390    www.pelicancovemexico.com

• Full Ownership

• Ocean, mountain & marina views

• Eco-friendly design by 
 Calgary’s PH design

•1 hour daily flights from Phoenix

An undiscovered jewel
This is your opportunity to own secure and 

accessible oceanfront luxury in breathtaking 

San Carlos, Mexico, starting in the MID $200s.

ON THE SEA OF CORTEZ
San Carlos, Sonora, Mexico

MaxWell Canyon CreekPete Spencer: 403-701-3470



Surf from yourSpa
you know you’ve arrived.

When you can hear the

1.403.668.7933  •  playablancamx.com

• 10’ ceilings & 8’ solid doors
• Kitchen & laundry appliances included
• Condo - hotel property management services
• Easy access from Canada - 2 international airports nearby
• Financing for Canadians available (oac)

For rECrEation & invEstmEnt visit us in san Carlos, sonora, mexico

w o r l d  C l a s s  s p o r t  F i s h i n g  &  d i v i n g  •  2  F u l l  s E r v i C E m a r i n a s 
1 8  h o l E C h a m p i o n  g o l F C o u r s E   •   s w i m m a b l E  b E a C h E s  &  m o r E

• sweeping views of the sea of Cortez
• 1-2-3 bedroom units all with spacious 

covered terraces
• granite counter tops & marble 

flooring throughout

Luxury Beachfront condominiums from the Low $200’s (u.s.)

FrEE lodgingwith tour
november & december 2007

Call for details

Surf from yourSpa

now seLLing at Pre-comPLetion Pricing!

discover the difference 
in san carLos, sonora mexico
discover the difference 
in san carLos, sonora mexico


